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ABSTRACT
From the research on the origins of 811 toponyms in Trang Province, including those of the
province itself, and of the district down to the village level, it could be concluded that there are 524
toponyms which are compound nouns coined from terms signifying 2 features. The most outstanding
ones are geographical and botanical. However, when focusing on the 133 place names in the
province’s administration center, the Trang Municipal or Thab Thiang, it is found that 82 names are
related to only one feature and that 37 names are derived from persons, covering all classes ranging

from kings to common people.
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There are cases where changes occurred to the features which inspired the names, causing

the loss of the evidence of the origin. The comparison between the information found in documents
and that obtained from field work reveals the change in a number of toponyms due to sound changes

and word loss. Toponyms given in dialects have been especially affected by incorrect transcription.
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